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Introduction to the Team 

o  Dr. Young-Suk Grace Kim, Principal Investigator and lead 
writer/editor of the Landscape Report 

o  Dr. Helen Boyle, co-Principal Investigator, researcher/writer 
o  Dr. Stephanie Zuilkowski, researcher/writer 
o  Dr. Marion Fesmire, researcher/writer 
o  Dr. Pooja Reddy Nakamura, consultant  
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Overview of the Landscape Report 

Goal: Summary of what we have learned over the past 10 years, including 
academic research on reading as well as studies from practitioners in the field 
 
Format: A user friendly information and resource guide to assist practitioners 
 
Audience: Multiple audiences such as donors, Ministry officials, education NGOs 
o  Identify gaps in both the literature and lessons learned—what do we need to 

focus on moving forward?  What areas need more research? 
o  Establish some criteria for what we consider “evidence-based” to guide future 

studies moving forward 
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What are We Reviewing? 
Academic literature 
 
•  Evidence from multiple disciplines such as psychology, education, speech and 

communication, second language acquisition, and international education.  

•  Best practices in early grade reading and literacy initiatives taken place in all 
regions of the world – from low to high-income countries.  

•  Sequence: Thorough search of potential evidence using several databases as 
well as structured web searches, selection of relevant evidence, reading of 
materials, integrating and summarizing patterns, and writing up conclusions 
organized in different areas. 
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What are We Reviewing? 

Grey literature 
Field based/project reports 
Field-based or project research studies 
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Methods 

•  Literature Review 
•  Interviews 

ü  Selection of balanced group of practitioners from NGOs 
(international and local) and Ministries 

ü  Donors 
ü  Foundations/Think Tanks 
ü  Academics 
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Levels of Evidence  
Strong evidence 

Consistent evidence exists that the recommended practices improve target 
outcomes. There is strong causal and generalizable evidence for the 
recommended practices.  

Moderate evidence 
Evidence exists about the recommended practices. However, strong causal 
conclusions cannot be generalized to our target population due to lack of 
replication studies or causal ambiguity.  

Minimal evidence or promising practices  
There is no clear causal evidence about the effects of recommended 
practices on target outcomes. This could be due to lack of studies, or weak 
or conflicting evidence. In some cases, minimal evidence could be due to 
difficulties to study using an experimental, causal design.  7 



Overall Structure 

§  Executive Summary 
§  Introduction 
§  Chapters  
§  Appendix 
§  References  
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Chapters 
1.  Emergent literacy skills 
2.  Reading for meaning 
3.  Writing for meaning  
4.  Textbooks and materials for literacy instruction 
5.  Assessment in literacy acquisition 
6.  Promoting literacy acquisition in multilingual contexts  
7.  Language of instruction and its impact on literacy acquisition 
8.  Teacher knowledge about literacy development and instruction 
9.  Teacher education policy 
10.  Long-term considerations of literacy programs: Costs, financing, scaling up, and 

sustainability 
11.  Research gaps  
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Within a Chapter  

What is the target construct? 
Why is the construct important? 
How to teach and/or use target construct 

1.  How to teach and/or use specifics 
a.  Summary of evidence 
b.  How to carry out the recommendation 

i.  
c.    Question you may have  
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Exemplar 
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