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FROM THE AMERICAN PEOPLE

* USAID has contributed to a 50 per-
cent drop in HIV/AIDS prevalence in
Asia in the past five years.

* With U.S. assistance, Laos completed
a successful multi-year campaign to
join the World Trade Organization,
becoming a member in early 2013.

* A USAID-supported campaign with
MTYV to End Exploitation and Traffick-
ing (EXIT) has reached an estimated
300 million people in Asia.

* USAID helped establish the multilate-
ral Coral Triangle Initiative to protect
a key marine area that impacts the fo-
od security of over 120 million people.

Asia Regional Profile

The Asia-Pacific region has become a key driver of global politics and economics and is
closely tied to America’s security and prosperity. Today, Asia represents more than half the
world’s population, and is the most dynamic and fastest-growing region in the world with a
middle class of about a billion people. Robust economic growth, rapid technological change
and increasing interconnectivity make Asia a progressively important market for U.S. ex-
ports and a key U.S. foreign policy priority.

Many of Asia’s nations are expected to meet most United Nations (UN) Millennium Development Goals by the target date
of 2015, but critical hurdles to positive growth and progress remain. USAID’s regional programs work to address key
transnational issues threatening to compromise economic prosperity and security in Asia.

OUR WORK

Despite significant economic growth in Asia, major impediments to sustainable and widely shared growth remain. Income
inequality is increasing, infectious diseases and pandemic threats continue to plague the region, and Asia is particularly
vulnerable to climate change and deforestation. Neighboring economies are at different stages of development, posing
challenges to regional economic integration. And, in search of better jobs, many people are lured by false promises of op-
portunity and good wages and fall victim to human trafficking schemes.

USAID’s Regional Development Mission for Asia implements programs and forges partnerships with government, civil
society, private sector and regional institutions across 24 Asian nations. Our programs address critical development
challenges, including environment and global climate change, health, economic growth, and trade, and work to protect and
empower vulnerable populations, such as those targeted for human trafficking and exploitation across Asia. USAID also
manages “Being LGBT in Asia,” a groundbreaking, joint initiative with the UN Development Programme that works with
universities, human rights organizations, and lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender (LGBT) associations to gain insights into
the challenges and opportunities for LGBT communities in Asia.
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ENVIRONMENT AND GLOBAL CLIMATE CHANGE

Asia is home to three of the world’s six largest greenhouse gas emitting countries. USAID supports regional partnerships
to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, catalyze the adoption of clean energy technologies and reduce deforestation. USAID
also promotes climate-resilient agriculture and infrastructure development, and helps establish more climate-resilient fish-
eries and coastal communities. USAID’s regional anti-wildlife trafficking efforts work to reduce consumer demand for ille-
gal wildlife products and increase the capacities of law enforcement. USAID also provides support to protect and sustain
one of the world’s most important marine biodiversity areas, the Coral Triangle, which impacts the food security of more
than 120 million people in the region. And in order to support the long-term sustainable development of the Mekong Riv-
er, which runs through six countries and supports the livelihoods of 60 million people, USAID uses science and technology
to better inform policies that address large-scale hydropower and irrigation development.

GLOBAL HEALTH

USAID helps build and improve health systems that can stop the spread of infectious diseases. USAID implements state-of-
the-art HIV prevention, care and treatment programs that target affected populations in Burma, Laos and Thailand. USAID
also helps Asia-Pacific countries address the spread of tuberculosis (TB) and multidrug-resistant TB by introducing new
diagnostic tools, providing training and equipment to strengthen lab systems, and advancing research. USAID implements
programs to control the occurrence and spread of drug-resistant malaria through personal protection, drug quality control
and disease surveillance. USAID and the Thai government recently launched their first ‘trilateral aid’ effort to reduce drug-
resistant malaria along the Thai-Burma border.

ECONOMIC GROWTH AND TRADE

USAID supports regional platforms such as the Association of Southeast Asian Nations, the Lower Mekong Initiative and
the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation forum in their efforts to enhance trade and competitiveness and bolster economic
growth in Southeast Asia. USAID assists with supply chain integration, legal reform, good governance, information and
communications, and technology development and applications. USAID also promotes greater dialogue among the private
sector, government and civil society to enhance sustainable production and trade in the agriculture and aquaculture sec-
tors. Other USAID efforts support the development of an agricultural learning platform so that farmers in Bangladesh, Ne-
pal and Cambodia can benefit from new agricultural practices and technologies. USAID provides technical and other assis-
tance to food security priority countries in the region.
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USAID improves the efficiency of farm-to-market
linkages to deliver better prices to producers and

better value to consumers. Photo credit: Mark Walter,
Nathan Associates Inc.

A girl in Indonesia uses mobile phone technology
to take a picture. USAID works to bridge the
digital divide and improve access to information
and trade. Photo credit: Mark Walter. Nathan Associates Inc.
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