
 

Country Profile 

Developing an independent, stable, prosperous and democratic Central Asia along Afghani-

stan’s border is vital to regional and global security, and Uzbekistan plays a pivotal role in 

the heart of the region. As Central Asia’s most populous country, Uzbekistan’s extensive 

natural resources and transportation links make it a potential force for economic growth 

and stability in the region.  

To support the emergence of a successful Uzbekistan that can contribute to regional stability, USAID is helping to diversify 

its economy and foster cross-border regional trade to include Afghanistan, address serious health threats to the popula-

tion’s well-being, and support the development of a government that is responsive to its people’s needs.  

OUR WORK 

With more than 28 million people, Uzbekistan accounts for 45 percent of Central Asia’s total population and is located 

directly to the north of Afghanistan, making it a crucial development partner in tackling the challenges facing the region. A 

former Soviet Republic struggling to modernize its economic and social policies and infrastructure, Uzbekistan is facing 

serious challenges generating jobs for its young and rapidly growing population.  

With few opportunities at home, a large number of Uzbeks migrate to Kazakhstan or Russia for work, putting them at 

great risk of human trafficking and infectious diseases. The country once had a solid manufacturing base, but current re-

strictions on access to financing make it difficult for Uzbek firms to update their equipment or start production in new sec-

tors. With more than two-thirds of Uzbekistan’s population residing in rural areas, agricultural development is crucial to 

increasing local economic opportunity and addressing rural poverty and food security.   

USAID is helping Uzbekistan tackle these challenges. USAID works to improve the livelihoods of citizens by supporting 

private sector development in the agriculture sector, and strengthening the country’s ability to address the threats of infec-

tious disease and human trafficking. USAID also supports grassroots community efforts and government reform initiatives 

to bolster the limited role civil society plays in guiding Uzbekistan’s development.    

• USAID has taught new farming tech-

niques and introduced technologies 

that result in higher quality produce, 

increased crop yields and higher in-

comes to thousands of farmers in 16 

percent of Uzbekistan’s districts.  

• In 2012, USAID anti-human trafficking 

programs and campaigns reached ap-

proximately 51,000 vulnerable Uz-

beks.   

• USAID supported Uzbekistan’s Minis-

try of Health in developing policies 

that lay the foundation for more ef-

fective tuberculosis services that save 

more lives.   
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ECONOMIC GROWTH AND AGRICULTURE 

Agriculture production is a key engine of Uzbekistan’s economy. Cotton is the country’s largest agricultural export, but 

more profitable horticulture exports are growing quickly, averaging an estimated $1 billion annually. USAID focuses on 

increasing horticultural productivity and farmers’ incomes. Our activities help farmers achieve immediate results through 

improved farm techniques and more efficient technologies. To increase family incomes through post-harvest management, 

USAID trains households to process fruits and to use small-scale cold storage facilities to prevent spoiling. USAID also col-

laborates with government entities to foster domestic and regional trade by lowering internal and external trade barriers. 

USAID helps Uzbek firms improve their export capacity and fosters business-to-business networking events. 

DEMOCRACY AND GOVERNANCE 

The Uzbek government is focused on reforming the judicial sector and improving ties between civil society and govern-

ment. USAID supports these efforts by helping civil society engage the government on crucial issues and working with gov-

ernment entities in support of judicial reforms. USAID encourages parliamentarians to be responsive to the citizens they 

represent and to collaborate with their counterparts in the U.S. Congress through exchange visits. Our work with local 

governments has improved the delivery of local services, such as trash collection, increased citizen participation in decision 

making, and provided more clean drinking water for rural communities. USAID also works to combat human trafficking in 

Uzbekistan, Central Asia’s most migratory country and a source country for human trafficking. Last year, USAID assistance 

to a local, grassroots organization helped more than 3,000 trafficking survivors rebuild their lives.  

HEALTH 

Uzbekistan continues to struggle with increasing rates of multidrug-resistant tuberculosis (MDR TB), a problem that is fur-

ther aggravated by high migration rates and outdated treatment options and health practices. USAID is bringing interna-

tional best practices to Uzbekistan to help the country more effectively combat infectious diseases like TB and HIV/AIDS. 

For example, USAID is improving the accuracy of TB laboratory diagnostics by training health care workers and imple-

menting a new program that promotes better monitoring of TB treatment through electronic tracking of treatment ses-

sions. USAID, with the World Health Organization and other implementing partners, is working with the Ministry of 

Health to draft a new policy that will replace old, inefficient health practices with modern ones. This is expected to greatly 

improve tuberculosis treatment in Uzbekistan. USAID also introduced an improved financial management system that now 

supports 3,200 rural primary health care facilities — covering nearly the entire rural primary health care sector. 

CONTACTS 

Country Office  

Erin M. Cole, USAID Country Office Director 

3 Moyqorghon Street  

Tashkent, Uzbekistan 100093 

Phone: +998 71 120-5450  Fax: +998 71 120-6309 

E-mail: ecole@usaid.gov 

 

 

Washington Headquarters 

Dr. Eric Rudenshiold, Senior Officer in Charge for Central Asia 

U.S. Agency for International Development 

1300 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 

Washington, D.C., USA 20523 

Phone: (202) 712-0141  E-mail: erudenshiold@usaid.gov 

  

Health care workers learn new patient outreach 

methods as part of World TB Day events in Uz-

bekistan’s capital, Tashkent.  Photo credit: USAID 

American judicial trainers relax with Uzbek pros-

ecutors as they learn about the American judicial 

system.  Photo credit: USAID 
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