EAST AFRICA
GLOBAL HEALTH
East African countries continue to face health challenges including large
numbers of maternal and child deaths and the adverse effects of infectious
diseases. Each country faces challenges within their health system that hinder
governments’ capacity to meet the needs of its most vulnerable people. African
leaders and health experts recognize the necessity of regional approaches in
controlling communicable diseases, harmonizing policies and standards, and
sharing best practices that are proven to address common health risks that
transcend borders.
USAID helps strengthen the ability of regional institutions and health policies
and systems for marginalized and cross-border populations in the region.
COMBATTING INFECTIOUS DISEASE THREATS
USAID supports regional training and strengthening efforts that improve the diagnosis and treatment
of tuberculosis (TB), particularly multi-drug resistant and extensively-drug resistant TB. These efforts
focus on controlling pediatric TB infections, improving planning and referrals between countries, and
enhancing supply chain management and laboratory capacity.
USAID supports the polio eradication initiative in the Horn of Africa. Newly established crossborder learning sites in Kenya and Somalia are instrumental in reaching and tracking mobile and
hard-to-reach populations, allowing for effective, more targeted polio vaccination campaigns.
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EMERGING PANDEMIC THREATS AND THE GLOBAL HEALTH
SECURITY AGENDA
As witnessed during the West African Ebola outbreak, emerging pandemics threaten development
and security throughout the world. USAID works with government ministries and key partners
across East, Central, and West Africa to prevent, detect, and rapidly respond to emerging
infectious diseases as part of the Global Health Security Agenda (GHSA). Activities include the
identification and surveillance of infectious diseases originating in wildlife and livestock that could
potentially spill over to humans.

PREVENTING MATERNAL AND CHILD DEATHS
USAID and the East African Community (EAC) Lake
Victoria Basin Commission (LVBC) combine family
planning and reproductive health services with
conservation and natural resource management to
improve both human and environmental health.
Activities are helping communities in highly
biodiverse areas access information and resources
that allow them to make healthy decisions about the
number, timing and spacing of their children; while
considering the preservation of critical natural
resources they will need to sustain their families. By
expanding the use of this integrated approach,
USAID is helping prevent maternal and child deaths.

CONTROLLING THE HIV/AIDS
EPIDEMIC
USAID provides integrated health services for
HIV/AIDS, sexual and reproductive health,
tuberculosis, maternal, newborn and child health,
and nutrition in six land and water border sites
along the Kenya/Tanzania, Kenya/Uganda and
Uganda/Rwanda borders through the Cross-Border
Health Integrated Partnership Project (CB-HIPP).
Activities are currently focused on improving the
ability of health workers to respond to the unique
needs of cross-border populations vulnerable to
health risks.

2016 BUDGET $9.3 million
IMPLEMENTING PARTNERS
 CORE Group Horn of Africa Polio Project, Duke
University, East African Community (EAC) and Partner
States, EAC Lake Victoria Basin Commission, FHI360,
KNCV Tuberculosis Foundation, Johns Hopkins Center
for Communication Program and Palladium Group
FY 2016 ACHIEVEMENT SNAPSHOTS
 18,000 people tested and counseled for HIV
 71,000 family planning counseling visits made in the Lake
Victoria Basin area
 783 health professionals trained in maternal and
newborn health
 65 health facilities linked to cross-border referral
systems
 Provided expert support to regional institutions that
serve as knowledge management hubs for ministries of
health and other stakeholders
USAID KENYA AND EAST AFRICA
Wairimu Gakuo – Regional Deputy Chief, Office of Health,
Population and Nutrition
FOR MORE INFORMATION
Email:
eastafrica-info@usaid.gov
Website: www.usaid.gov/east-africa-regional
Facebook: USAIDEastAfrica
Twitter:
@USAIDEastAfrica

KNOWLEDGE MANAGEMENT
USAID acts as a convener to bring together experts, decision makers and civil society organizations
to drive policies, promote best practices and discover development solutions so they can be used
effectively to address unique health challenges in the region. Knowledge management activities help
partners to better understand how knowledge can be captured, developed, shared and used.
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